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Introduction 1 "The Set Like a good meal, scholarship is best when shared with others. Over the course of my time at various universities, I have been fortunate to enjoy the company of many people at both the seminar table and the dinner table. I am delighted to have the opportunity to thank several of them. To those whom space or memory limitations prevent me from acknowledging, I owe a home-cooked meal. As this book began its life as a dissertation, I would first like to thank the members of my dissertation committee. My advisor, Michael Satlow, forced me to reconsider my assumptions and to probe deeper, often sending me back to the drawing board. What has emerged, I hope, is a much clearer argument that is a testament to his guidance. Ross Kraemer always made time for her "other Jordan." Sue Alcock offered me the encouragement I needed to endure the long process of getting the thoughts out of my head and onto paper.
Although I owe a debt of gratitude to many teachers, I would like to acknowledge three in particular. Bill Gilders and Saul Olyan are two mentors whom I am now proud to call friends. Seth Schwartz was instrumental in inspiring me to pursue both this profession and the topic of this book.
Several scholars have been generous with their time, especially Jonathan Brumberg-Kraus, David Kraemer, Susan Marks, Jon Schofer, and Susan Weingarten. David Freidenreich offered careful and insightful comments on an early draft of this manuscript. Our conversations have always pushed me to rethink, reformulate, and sharpen my ideas. Gregg Gardner served as a sounding board on both my work and my fantasy football team, and e-mailed me countless references. Many family members have offered support. In particular, I would like to thank Aunt Elaine, Uncle Chuck (z"l), Uncle Rom, Aunt Debby, Avi, Bubbie (z"l), and Grandma Mina (z"l). Dad, Rose, and Michael have been supportive particularly in these last few years. Sarah Maine and Scott Sherratt have brightened many meals -both in Rhode Island and New York City. Ron and Eugenie Maine have opened their home
